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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


LIFE OF REV. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 


(Continued from our last.) 


On the 29th of September, 1787, he arrived, al- 
most pennyless and a total stranger, in the great 


Metropolis of the British Empire. 


His reception 


was cold and very discouraging. Destitute of mo- 
ney, burthened with a wife, and perhaps poorly 
recommended by his dress and appearance, it can- 
not be wondered that he was not altogether a wel- 
come minister to a few obscure individuals in the 
midst of London, who must have felt a sort of ob- 
ligation to support him, and who nevertheless anti- 


cipated little or no success from his labors. 


They 


had, however, seen and liked a sermon of his which 
was reprinted there, two or three years before.— 
With much solicitation, they obtained the use of a 


Baptist meeting house in Blackfields, Borough of 


Southwark, where he preached twice ; and then a 
meeting house in Moorfields, where he delivered 


two or three discourses. 


Cheerful and contented 


in his disposition, and never disheartened by disap- 
pointment or neglect, he exhibited on these occa- 


sions his usual animation and ability. 


His friends 


increased in number and in their expectations ; and 


as the two 


former places were immediately shut a- 


gainst him on account of his sentiments, they took a 
large school room in Store street, Tottenham Court 


Road. 


He soon obtained a privilege at a Mr. 


Thwait’s Chapel in Southwark, where he began 


to deliver his 


ECTURES ON THE Propuecies. In 


1788, he preached, on Sunday mornings, at the 
meeting house in Worship street, and in the even- 
ings at Glass House Yard, where he repeated his 


Lectures on the Prophecies. 


His hearers continued 


to increase ; his friends and supporters received 
new accessions, until, at length, they took, for him, 
the Chapel in Parliament Court, where, I think, he 
held his meetings till his departure for America.— 
This, though of a good size, could not accommo- 
date the crowd which pressed to hear. 

But he exerted an influence, by means of his 
publications, much more extensive than that of his 


preaching. 


In 1788, he published his Dialogues on 


Universal Restoration ; which, though [ have not 


seen all his writings, I feel safe in pronouncing his | 


Masterpiece, and the only one of his productions 


which will 
circulated, 


descend to posterity. It was widely 
convinced many, and called others forth 


irom concealment, who had in secret believed the 


doctrine. 


In 1790 was begun the publication of his 


Lectures on the Prophecies—the largest of all his 
works, one that was much esteemed, and that add- 
ed to the author’s popularity ; but which is now 
learly forgotten, and will soon cease to be read.— 
In the same year he published Five Letters to the 
Rev, Dan Taylor, in reply to his sermon on endless 


misery, 


Before he left England, he published, be- 


‘ides numerous tracts, two volumes of the Philadel- 
Phian Magazine, which I suppose to have been a 
periodical work ; and the Process and pt of 


Christ, a Poem in twelve books, which, as 


idler 


remarks, does not deserve the name of a Poem. 
At London, Mr. Winchester retained his itine- 


rant habit. 


During the six years and a half which 


spent in England, he often made excursions to a 
*onsiderable distance in the country ; but though 
‘€ preached to large assemblies, he never attempt- 
*d to establish separate societies, Wishing to dimin- 


sh rather 
hristians, 


than te increase the divisions among 
and not considering that a change of 


(ectrine will necessarily involve a change of deno- 





mination. He frequently visited Chatham, Birm- 
ingham, Wisbeach, and Fleet, a place in Lincoln- 
shire, and preached in nearly all the meeting hous- 
es of the General Baptists in the county of Kent.— 
Several dissenting preachers openly professed the 
doctrine of Universal Restoration ; aad some who 
discountenanced it, patronised him, as he retained 
many of the notions, and considerable of the lan- 
guage, of the lower sects. Among those who em- 
braced Universalism, the most distinguished was 
the Rey. William Vidler, a Calvinistic Baptist min- 
ister. He assisted Mr. Winchester in his labors, 
and afterwards supplied his place in London. They 
designed an arrangement by which they were to 
travel alternately, and preach through the country ; 
but a singular occurrence suddenly frustrated all 
their schemes, and turned their flattering prospects 
into shame. 

Mr. Winchester was in the height of his influ- 
ence, when, on the first of May, 1794, his friends 
were alarmed by word froin his wife, that he was 
missing, and that she feared some evil had befallen 
him. The next morning, advertisements were in- 
serted in the papers, and a search made, with no 
success. A number of his friends assembled at his 
house to condole with Mrs. Winchester, when one 
of them received a letter from Winchester himself, 
revealing, as the cause of his flight, a long series of 
intolerable abuse from the desperate temper of his 
own wife, which had at length put his life in dan- 
ger, and driven him wounded trom home. This 
letter was read in Mrs. Winchester’s hearing, who, 
after some prevarication, confessed the facts al- 
ledged. ; 

Nothing can be adduced in palliation of his piti- 
able weakness in this affair, unless we’suppose that 
his feeble and declining health had left him expos- 
ed, without his ordinary resolution and strength of 
mind, It is, however, manifest from his own let- 
ters, that his wife had long ruled him wtth a rod of 
iron, and that she had fully verified her declaration, 
“ IT must be a devil, and govern.” 

Though aware that his sudden and mysterious 
departure would occasion much obloquy and exul- 
tation among his opposers, he resolved on leaving 
England ; and to avoid the importunity of his 
friends, concealed himself from them, addressing 
them by letters without dates. In an anguish little 
short of distraction, he wandered towards Bristol, 
whence he sailed for America on the 19th of May. 
He left the English shore with reluctance, and flat- 
tered himself with the hope of revisiting it, if Mrs. 
Winchester could be brought to accept of a sepa- 
rate maintenance, and to retire to her native land. 
Proposals of this sort were repeatedly made to her 
by the congregation in Parliament Court ; but she 
rejected them with indignation, declaring that her 
eonduct towards her husband would break her 
heart, if she had not an opportunity to see him, and 
to ask his pardon. 

On the 12th of July, Mr. Winchester arrived at 
Boston, entirely destitute of money and meanly 
clothed. He immediately repaired to a little village 
on the border of his native town, where he passed 
the night, dreading, perhaps, to meet the astonish- 
ment and inquiries of his acquaintances. In a let- 
ter to London, he says, “ My return to this coun- 
try was sudden and surprizing to all who knew me ; 
and various have been the conjectures and reports 
which have gone abroad on the occasion ; but the 
most common was, that I had fled trom persecu- 
tion for fear of being taken up by the government, 
for publishing my Oration on the Discovery of A- 
merica, or my Sermons on the Three Woe Trump- 
ets, 





But I have always had the satisfaction of tell- | an equal 


Great Britain never concerned itself with me, and 
that I never gave the government any umbrage,— 
But the real cause of my leaving London so abrupt- 
ly, [ have not mentioned to my father, mother, 
brothers, or sisters ; or to any friend I have in A- 
merica ; and [ do not know that any person in this 
part of the country knows any thing of the matter.” 
Reports of the fact, however, at length arrived from 
London, which I believe he could seldom be induc- 
ed to confirm or deny, and which were, therefore, 
either credited or disregarded according to the fan- 
cy of the hearers. 

During the remainder of the summer and _ the 
succeeding autumn, he preached almost constantly 
in the vicinity of Boston, and in other parts of New- 
England. In September, he attended the General 
Convention of Universalists at Oxford, Mass, in 
which he presided as Moderator. Writing to Lon- 
don in November, he says, “ Ihave the greatest 
door open that [ ever saw, insomuch that I am sur- 
prized at the alteration since I was here last. T 
have preached in a great many meeting houses of 
different denominations, and to great numbers of 
people, as often as eight or nine times a week, and 
with greater acceptance than I ever did.” Mean- 
while, he was writing his Answer to Paine’s Age 
of Reason, which was published at Boston in De- 
cember. [Concluded in our next.} 











—, 


SPEECH ON THE ATHANASIAN CREED. 

Mr. Eprror: As the follewing speech, consider- 
ing the period at which it was delivered, the person 
who delivered it, and the sentiments it embraces, 
may be considered as worthy of publication, I send 
it, for insertion in your paper. 








Part of the Bisuop of Clogher’s remarkable Spencn, made in 
the House of Lords, in Ireland, for omitting the AtTwana- 
stan and Nicene Creeds out of tie Liturgy, Feb. 2, 1756. 
As to the Athanasian creed, as that is the superstructure 

built upou the foundation of the Nicene creed, it is not only 

liable to all the objections which can be made against that,but 
has many blemishes of its own to answer for, sjnce it has not 
so much as the authority of a council to support it, but is now 

a known forgery, detected by the criticisms of the learned 

Vossius, and cannot be traced withid two bundred years ot 

the timeof Athanasius 

But then, it may probably be asked, how comes it to bear 
the name of Athanasius? ‘The answer to which is, because 
it agrees perfectly with the Athanasian doctrine, and had the 
name of Athanasius affixed to it by the Church of Rome, be- 
cause he was @ person much esteemed by that church, and 
whose principles, as well political as religious, the members of 
that church have long labored to propagate among mankind. 
But as the true character of Athanasius is not commonly 
known, and therefore some of your Lordships may be unac- 
quainted with it, [ will beg leave to inforin you who and what 
he was. 

Athanasius was a young, forward, petulant deacon in the 
church of Alexandria, of an ambitious spirit, with a talent fit- 
ted for disputation. Ashe could have no hopes of getting into 
that Bishopric, unless he could drive Arius out of Alexandiia, 
who was the principal presbyter in that church next to the 
Bishop; this he effected by fomenting this dispute about the 
Trinity, between Arius and the Bishop; on which account, 
having got Arius excommunicated, he had him banished out 
of Alexandria; which when done, no sooner was the old Bi 
shop, Alexander, dead, but Athanasius, though then only a 
young man of about twenty-seven or twenty-eight years o} 
age, by the assistance of a set of murdering Ascetices, forced 
himself at once into that Archbishopric, without even passing 
through any of the intermediate degrees. And having gotten 
himself illegally consecrated, contrary to all the rules and ca- 
nons of the church, he prevailed on the emperor Constantine 
to confirm him therein, by the power of bribes, that were given 
to one of the emperor's favorites ; and no sooner was he tho- 
roughly established in it, than he immediately flew in the em- 
peror’s face. And when the emperor, Constantine the Great, 
was dead, treated his son and successor, Constantius, with 
more contemptand insolence than could have been borne from 
And when he was dispossessed of bis Bishopric for 


ing all that have asked me, that the government of | other irregularities, by a numerous council af Bishops, regn- 
' 
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larly summoned and assembled, he forced his way into that 
See again, more than once or twice, over the murdered corps- 
esof his antagonists, and waded into his cathedral through 
seas of blood 

butit may, perbaps, be further asked, why should this recom- 
mend him to the See of Rome? The reason of which is, be- 
cause this was all done by the connivance & with the concur- 
rence ofthat See. Athanasius,while he treated the rest of man- 
kind, & even his own royal master, with the utmost insolence, 
having paid a servile court to the papal chair, insomuch, that 
in the books of the Canon-law, the first precedent that is, or 
can be produced, in favor of the popish supremacy, is this in- 
stance of the servile submission that was paid by Athanasius 
to pope Julius; and therefore I should apprehend, that all 
Protestants, who have renounced the supremacy of the pope, 
and the indpendency of the church upon the state, ought to 
be for obliterating the name of Athanasius out of their liturgy, 
into which it was probably inserted, only with a view of re- 
commending his political principles, under the shelter and in- 
fluence of his religious dostrines. 

My Lords, I desire you will be so good as to observe, that I 
have not taken it upon me to say, that the doctrine contained 
in the Athanasian creed is false: I only say, it is not plainly 
and clearly revealed. NordoT! presume to condemn those 
who think they have evidence sufficient to justify their being 
peremptory and positive in the support of it. [ judge no man ; 
and only say, itcontains a doctrine of so nice, so disputable, 
aad so metaphysical a nature, as is hardly fitto be treated on in 
ibe schools; but is, 1 am certain, by no means sufficiently re- 
vealed to be made the subiect of a creed, which is command- 
ed by public authority to be read by the MiniSter, aud repeat- 
ed by the people, in the public services of the church, where 
the low as well as the high are ordered to assemble them- 
selves, and which should be, according to St. Paul, ‘not to 
doubtful disputations,” but that they may ‘with one mind 
slorily God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ” 

But my Lords, let us now, on the contrary, only for argu- 
ment’s sake, suppose, that the doctrine contained in the Atha- 
nasian creed is wrong: and unless the author of it was infalli- 
ble, there is a possibility that it may be so; and then let us 
consider what would be the consequence. I dread to name 
it, as it would be no less than blasphemy—for if the Father 
ind the Son have not from all eternity been consubstantial 
ind co-equal, the assertion of that proposition must be blas- 
phemy 

My Lords, I will own freely to your Lordships, that it isthe 
dread and terror of a wrong determination, in a point of so 
delicate a nature, that inakes me solicitous for having this 
ereed removed out of our liturgy. Ina matter of such great 
sonsequence, and where the honor of God the Father is con- 
cerned, Lown thatiam fearful how I put any other being 
ar person upon a level with Him. 





EDWARDS versus CHAUNCEY, 
To the Editor of the Christian Intelligencer : 

[ have transcribed the following passage from 
edwards’ answer to Chauncey, in the hope that you 
will publish it, and that you or one of your corres- 
pondents, will reply to !dwards’ reasoning. It re- 
lates to a text ofien cited by Universalists in sup- 
port of their doctrine, viz. | Timothy, ii. 4 ; “ Who 
Will have all men to be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” [tis believed that Mr. 
Wdwards’ arguments on this text have great weight 
with many who wisk to find the doctrine “that all 
men Will be saved, taught inthe holy scriptures, 
among Whom you will count 2 Subscriber. 


* The other question concerning the meaning of this 
text *** is, whether there be a certain connection be- 
ween God’s willing, in the sense of this text, that all men 
should be saved, and their actual salvation. *** It 
uppears from various passages of scripture, that God is 
frequently said to wil/ things which do not in fact come 
into existence, or with respect to which his will is not 
efficacious ; as in the following passages : Mat. xxiii. 37, 
* O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would | have gathered thy children together, even as a 
sen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not!” Hos. ii. 8, “ How shall I give thee up Ephraim 
Hlow shall I deliver thee Israel ? How shall [I make thee 
as Admah? How shalllI set thee as Zeboim? Mine 
jeart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled to 
gether.” Deut. v. 28,29, * The y have well said all that 
they have spoken. O that there were such an heart in 
them, that they would fear me and keep my commaud- 
nents always 2” Chap. xxxii. 28,29; * Forthey are a 
nation void of counsel, neither is there any understanding 
inthem. Othat they were wise, that they understood 
this, that they would consider their latter end!” Psalm 
$1, 13; “ O that my people had hearkened unto me, and 
israel had walked in my ways!” [saiah xiviii. 18; “ O 
hat thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! Then 
nad thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as 
fe waves of the sea!” Luke xii. 47; “ And that ser- 
vant which knew his Lord’s will, and prepared not bim- 
self, neither did according to his will," &c. Mat. xxi.31: 


* Whether of them twain did the will of his father ?— 
r) say nto him the first.” 


“ Now whatiight had Dr. C. to suppose that the wll 
of God in 1 Tin. 2, 4, is not used in the same sense as in 
the passages just quoted ? And if it be used in the sawe 
sense, there is no more absurdity in supposing that the 
will of God should be resisted in the one case, than 'n tu 
other; no more absurdity in the supposition that God 
should will the salvation ofall men, and yet all shouid 
not be saved : than that he should will to gather togetie 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings: aud yet that they should not 
be thus gathered. 

‘s Beside the texts quoted above, I may further refer to 
Ezek. xviii. 32 ; “1 have no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, saith the Lord God.” Yet his death did, by 
the words of this text. take place in fact. So that here 
is a most plain instance of an event which takes place 
contraty, in some sense, to the pleasure or will of God. 
Dr. C’s reasoning is this; Whatever God wills, will come 
to pass. God wills the salvation of all men; therefore 
this will come to pass. To apply this reasoning to the 
text last quoted, it will stand thus : Whatever God wills, 
comes to pass. But God wills the continued life of him 
that dieth ; therefore it comes to pass, that he who dieth, 
does not die.” 

“ The truth is, God wills the salvation of all men, in 
the same sense that he wills the immediate repentance 
and sanctification of all men; or ashe wills them to be 
as perfect, in this life, as their heavenly Father is perfect. 
He now commands all men every where to repent, to be 
lieve the gospel and to comply with the necessary condi- 
tions of salvation; and complying with those conditions, 
they shall be saved immediately after the present state. 
So that God’s willing that ail men should be saved, no 
more proves that all men will be saved, than his willing 
that all men should immediately repent, proves that al]! 
will immediately repent ; or than his walling that all men 
should be perfect in this world, and comply with his law 
as perfectly as the angels do in heaven, proves that these 
things will actually take place in this world.” 

‘It is presumed that Dr. C. would not have denied, 
that it is the will of God, in some sense, and that a proper 
sense too, that all men be brought to repentance iu this 
state, and that they be saved immediately after this state. 
Yet God does not effiicaciously will either of these things, 
[according to Dr. Chauncey.}] Was it not in a proper 
sense the will of God, that our first parents should retain 
their original innocence, and not by their apostacy deluge 
the world in sin and misery? I presume this will not be 
denied. 
it was the will of God, that Adam should stand and not 
fall; the will of God in this case was not efficacious.— 


sin into the world. how can we know that it will be effi- 
cacious to extirpate it out of the world, or from among 
the human race? If God was not in any proper sense 
willing that sin and misery should enter and predominate 
in the world; then it seems that infinite power and wis- 
dom were in this instance baffled. And if these divine 
perfections have been baffled once, they may be baffled a 
second time, and notwithstanding ail their attempts, sin 
and misery may continue without end, in some of the hu- 
inan race. If on the other hand, although God com- 
manded and in a prope’ sense willed, that man should 
stand; still in another sense he consented, or willed, that 
he should fall ; in the same sense God may consent that 
some men shall be the subjects of sin and misery to an 
endless duration." — Page 271, 274, Boston edition, 1824. 


Reply to the above in our next. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


REMARKS ON TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 

That man is by nature corrupt and vile, has long 
been a darling notion. It is conceived, that this 
opinion, although it has prevailed far and wide; 
and for many years, is erroneous and unfounded. 
Children may have erred and infants may have 
sinned, but the Almighty made man morally up- 
right. Moral goodness refers only to the intentions 
of the heart. Human conduct is the mirror that 
reflects the secret affections and impressions of the 
inward man, and exhibits them to view under the 
strong influence of the light of day. The human 
race can be neither virtuous nor vicious, in refer- 
ence to the structure of the mind, the organization 
of the body, or the connexion that exists betweeh 
these two. 
‘The mechanie contemplates the field of science ; 
his ingenuity operates upon principles that are 
known, with an end in view, and he finally sue- 
ceeds in combining certain powers into a maciuine. 
If his purpose is fully answered, he may perhaps 
with propriety say, that he has invented a good or 
a useful instrument: But there would be no more 








impropriety inapplyu:g the term virtue to a machine 


It was his will, if it was his command. But if 


And if it was not efficacious to prevent the entrance of 


es 


of this description, than to man in his natural sta;, 
The truth is, virtue is primarily applied only to jp’ 
tentions & to acts done pursuant to those intentions 
Those beings can never be considered yirtyoy. 
that are destitute of the power of volition, nor those 
persons corrupt, who have never intended eyj} _ 
Man comes into this world entirely destitute of mer. 
its. Heathen philosophers knew this. They per- 
ceived it written in the volume of nature. Does 
our holy religion teach a different doctrine? |; 
yea, we cannot believe it; for it must be absyyj 
But the writer is not aware that the scriptures any 
where teach the natural depravity of man, Tjj¢; 
the condition of the human race is imperfect, 
clear. Man was born to evil, without a propensity t) 
sin, and he has made himself depraved. Do flowers 
grow, and not thorns? vegetables esculent, and no; 
weeds? So neither can man avoid those eyjjs 
which proceed from the Pandora-box of nature. 
for he is subjected by his constitution to the mise. 
ries of reflection, the pains of disease, and the pangs 


living, even on this earthly footstool, incorruptible 
and perfect, as our Father in heaven is perfect, oy 
else he is not liable to chastisement for coming 
short of such perfection. Can he sin by pursuins 
the path a blind fatality dictates, and merit pun. 
ishment by committing transgressions which iy 
could not avoid ? : : 

The doctrine of natural depravity makes God the 
author of sin, by force of a maxim, well known to 
lawyers in the latin dress, “qui facit, per alium, ju- 
cit per se.”* What, God the author of sin,and mar 
the sufferer? I had once almost said, [ would net 
contend against the notion of total depravity, on 


my thought. ‘That doctrine is unreasonable and 
not warranted by observation or experience, al- 
though it might exist possibly without any change 
in the constitution and construction of the human 
system, and hence we may say, it is not absurd.— 
yBut involuntary depravity, or natural corruption, 
there never can be; and hence any system which 
maintains it, must be not only unreasonable and 
inconsistent, but totally absurd and degrading to 
the divine character. HYLANER. 


* He who instigates to an action, performs the actior 
himself.—Epiror. 
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“BEWARE OF THE CONCISSION.” 

The exhortations and warnings of holy men, as record: 
edin the New Testament, may become highly useful to 
the present generation, if properly understood and judi- 
ciously applied. Even the words which bead this article, 
little as they are noticed by the readers of the inspired 
testimony, are calculated to be instructive and profitable. 
The spirit of concission, against which every friend of 
Christ ought to remonstrate most earnestly, as really now 
exists, in what is called the Christian Church, as it eve! 
did, in any former period.—“ The spirit of conctssion ¥ 
exclaims the reader; “what can the writer mean!" 
Answer.—We mean the same, in substance, that the 
apostle to the Gentiles did, making an allowance only, 
for the different shapes which error, may have assumed, 
since the period in which he wrote}; for, notwithstanding 
the alinost infinite transformations of error, it must be 
remembered, it is error still. The word concission i™- 
plies a cutting off ; as when a limb of the body is amp 
Hence this subject will apply 
professors of religion, under a variety of circumstances. 
The Jews, especially that sect of them denominated 


tated unnecessarily. 


Pharisees, were famous for cutting off people from vy 

promises of God and the benefits of their religion. AnG 
° we oo nleSs 

there was, very early in the school of christian disciple 





indications of the same exclusive and persecuting spirl's 
eb) . ¢ . of ew oré 
The apostles forbade the casting out of devils, by 


of death. But either he has the moral capacity o/ 


account of its absurdity. But I see the error of 
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— 
who did not follow with them, in every particular. And 
the Judaizing teachers, who intreduced the notion, “that 
except a man be circumcised, he cannot be saved,” would 
yndoubtedly, (had not the Council of apostles and elders, 
assembled at Jerusalem, prevented it,) have established a 
grinciple, on which the work of concission would have 
orevailed, till none were considered christians, who were 


repelled and suppressed for the moment, by apostolical 
authority, the spirté which dictated the first advocates for 
religious persecution, was not destroyed ; and, in time? 
assuming the more plausible name of church discipline, it 
-aused its inspirited subjects, to wield a sword of concis- 
sion, excessively more severe and bloody, than the knife 
As the history of the Church will dem- 
onstrate, thousands and millions of men, were not only 


of citcumcission. 


-ut off from christian privileges, for herefical sentiinents, 
that is, for differing in sentiment from other imperfect 
creatures, but an incalculable multitude had their heads 
severed from their shoulders, were stretched upon the 
rack, broken on the wheel, burned at the stake, loaded 
with chains and cast into dark and noisome dungeons, o: 
yy other inhuman devices, brought to untimely deaths, in 
an equally painful and shocking manner. 


Nor is it any other than gross deception, to imagine 
that this persecuting concission is confined to the Papal 
Jhurch : it exists and shows its malignity, as really a- 
mong Protestants, as in the communion of the Mothe) 
church. Yes, we defy the apologist for Protestantism to 
name the age, in which a prevailing sect, with the civil 
power at their command, have fot ruled With the iron rod 
of oppression and cruelty. The Catholics persecute the 
Protestants ; and they, of tlre established Church, the Pu- 
sitans ; and again, the datter, in their turn, persecute the 
Baptists, Quakers and all Dissenters from their creed and 
form of worship. Yes, gentle reader, we have reason to 
fear that the clergy of different denominations are now 
sharpening the sword of persecution, with which, before 
we are aware, they will either compel the government to 
cut off other denominations from the privileges they now 
enjoy, or these monied aristocrats and lords spiritual, 
will put the government into hands, that shall be obsequi- 
ous to their dictation. Whatelse can you make of that 
pretended Union among *“ Evangelical christians,” and the 
assumed authority by which they unceremoniously con- 
demn all who cannot assent to their notions of the Trini 
ty, endless misery and miraculous conversions, when it is 
known to every reflecting person that there is no more re- 
‘l union of sentiment in the different orders that espouse 
‘hose doctrines by uname, than there was in the heteroge- 
neous parts of Nebuchadnezzars image. We do not hesi- 


tate fearlessly to give our sober opinion, that the pretend- 


“HONOR TO WHOM HONOR.” 
We have so far departed from the usual course pursued 
by this paper, as to devote the last page of this number 
to the Celebration at Bunker Hill, on the seventeenth of 
June, and the grateful attention which was paid to the 
ilustrious LAFAYETTE,—the benevolent asserter of Lib- 
erty and independence, and the immortal Hero of the 
American Revolution. Yet, we have had room only, to 
present a meagre sketch of the splendid and noble trans- 
actions to which we allude; the full and correct account 
of which, will probably appear in the numerous Journals 
of the country. Let the demonstrations of joy, and 
gratitude, and veneration, which have abounded in al} 
sections of our land, at the welcome approach of its 
illustrious Benefactor, suggest to the hearts of all, the 
infinitely greater and more ardent gratefulness, which is 
due to Him, on whom we are essentially dependent for 
an emancipation from the bondage of corruption, and a 
translation into the glorious Libegty of the children of 
God. 





NEWS FROM SCOTLAND. 

* The Universalist,” printed at Utica, (N. Y.) contains 
an Extract froma letter addressed to Br. S. R. Smith, 
dated Glasgow, Aug. 30th, 1824; and signed by three 
brethren of that city, viz. D. Sutherland, jr. John Poin- 
ter, and William Worrall, Pastor. 
what encouragingly of their exertions and prospects, 
mention the establishment of a Tract Society, and re- 
quest that some faithful Brother in the ministry, may 


They speak Some- 


come among them, and dispense the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. 
Smith, to our brethren from beyond the great waters. 


The same paper contains a Reply from Br. 


The reply is well calculated to encourage an intercourse 
on the subject of religion, between the friends of truth, 


in the tWo countries. Whether any measures will be 


adopted for effecting a system of co-operation in the 
common cause of human happiness, is to be ascertained 


by the revelation of facts in time future. It would. be 


subject for mutual congratulation, could we witness a 
system of operations, favorable to the more rapid spread 
of truth, in America and in Europe. 


SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


The Southern Association of Universalists assembled 
at South Wilbraham, (Mass.) on the first Wednesday in 
June last, and as we have reason to believe, enjoyed a 
very interesting and profitable season. The Council 
appears to have been composed of Brs. J. Bisbee, Jr. S. 
Streeter, H. Ballou, J.. Flagg, H. Ballou 2d, H. H. Win- 
chester, T. Whittemore, T. G. Farnsworth, J. P. Fuller, 
and L. R. Paige; the two last of whom were ordained to 
the work of the gospel ministry. The session being com- 
pleted, the Association was adjourned to meet, by Divine 
permission, at Dana, (Mass.) on the First Wednesday in 
June, 1826. 
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iKPNOTICE. 
Owing to the inconvenience attending the collection of 
small dues, widely scattered over the country, we have 





*d union extends no farther, than to the denunciation of 
‘nose who do not embrace, in their creeds, those peculiar 


otions, and to unite in publishing Tracts, organizing so- ; 


“ieties for raising money, and establishing schools for sec- 
‘atian purposes. By the united energies of those persua- 
sens to which we have aluded, it is contemplated, ere 
ong, to exert a mighty influence in the election of state 
and national officers, and secure an administration, which 
will co-operate with them, in their ambitious plans. En- 
‘ertaining these apprehensions, who can blame us for 
‘ounding the tocsin of alarm? Who would not exclaim 
‘accents of thunder, “ Beware, oh Americans, of the con. 
“ission !” Beware of the self-styled Evangelicals.—It is 
Ot because we feel inimical towards those forgers of 
Mains and handcuffs, and builders of prisons for others, 
*S Well as palaces for themselves, that we make these re- 
marks. No, we would simply arouse the attention of the 
‘ultitude of serious well-meaning people ; and beg of 
nem to guard with sleepless vigilance, against every en- 
‘oachment on civil and religious liberty, though it ap- 
ae under the most sanctimonious and imposing titles. 
The concluding and practical remarks upon this subject, 
st be postponed, for want of room, till our next number. 


concluded to alter the ConpITIONS of the * Christian 
Intelligencer ;” by which, the Subscriber and the Editor. 
nfay be mutually accommodated. ‘Therefore, for ONE 
}noLLaR, IN ADVANCE, (postage of letters paid by 
the Editor.) the “ INTELLIGENCER” shall be forwarded, 
according to directions, for one yeur. 


MISTAKE CORRECTED. 

We are sorry to learn that any of our FRIENDS misun- 
derstood the Notice which was published in our two last 
numbers, concerning the CONDITIONS of this paper. A 
moment’s consideration will convince any one, that our 
meaning could NOT be that we would pay the postage 
on the paper ; for that would not only be treating our 
subscribers very unequally, but it would subject us to a 
loss on every paper we issued. Our meaning was simply 
this—that Lelters containing onLY One Dollar, IN AD- 
VANCE, might be sent at our expense of postage on 
them ; whether from old subscribers or new ones ; and 
that all who may hereafter see proper to patronize our 
publication, whose names are not forwarded by some a-- 
proved Agent, are requested to send the pay IN ADVANCR, 
to prevent the trouble of collecting small demands, in dif- 
ferent parts ‘of the country. We hope the alteration 
made in that Notice, will prevent all mistakes in future. 








ERATUM.—In our last, in the communication of **Om- 
icron’s, the reader will correct the following error—In 


the last p:ragraph last line but four, for “ excepting the 
ministers, such as have met, &c.” read ‘excepting the 





minister and such females as bave met, &¢.’ 


EASTERN ASSOCIATION. 
The Eastern Association or UNIVERSALISTS, 
will convene at Wayne, in this State, on the Firs’ 
Wednesday and Thursday in July inst. 


ORDINATION. 

Br. CaLvin GARDINER was publicly ordained to the 
administration of the word of Life, as Pastor of the First 
Universalist Society in Charlestown, (Mass.) on the 22c 
ultimo. The ordaining Council consisted of Brs. 5. 
Stetson, T. Jones, B. Whittemore, H. Ballou, S. Streeter, 
H. Ballou 2d, T. Whittemore and P. Dean. The services 
were interesting and the musical performances excellent. 
May the rich blessings of Heaven descend copiously upon 
our young Brother, and the Society over which he is 
established in the ministry. 
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MARRIED 
In this town, by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Capt. John McLellan to 
Mrs. Martha Winchester. 
On the 20th, by Rev. Mr. Tenbroeck, fames P. Vance, Esq 
to Miss Harriet Beckford. 








DIED 


In this town, Mrs, Abigail, wife of Mr. Hosea Lisley, jr. 
aged 25 years—achild of Mr. Withington—Charles Edward, 
son of Mr. Ebenezer Prince, aged 14 months—Emeline, daugh- 
ter of Capt John Stockman, aged 18 months. 

In this town, on the 25th of June, Mr. 
Quincy, of a lingering consumption ; aged 45. 
gize the character of our departed FRIEND and BROTHER 
is unnecessary. ‘lo those who were lis associates and 
acquaintances, nothing can be said, which would rende) 
his name and his character more dear and sacred ; and 
those whose privilege it was mnol,to know his persona: 
worth, would never be able to appreciate his virtues, by 
anything committed to paper. Let his industrious, up- 
right, useful and exemplary life, pronounce bis eulogy. 
Mr. Quincy was the affectionate and faithful husband 
and parent—the kind and obliging neighbor—the con- 
sistent and trusty friend. He enjoyed the unanimous 
confidence, esteem, and love, of all who were acquainted 
with his virtues. Though his house was the Sailors 
home, it was the habitation of order and not of confusion. 
To bis exhaustless liberality a Javge number of people ap- 
peated, either for lucrative employment or charitable do- 
nations. Ina time of distress among the poor or the sick, 
to whose calls his own resources would not permit him to 
grant the needed answer, his feeling suggestions would 
draw from the hand of wealth a favor, which he would 
bestow, in the name of the giver,on the wistful son o« 
daughter of want. 

Mr. Quincy was one of the most active men in the 
formation of the Universalist Society in Portland, and 
without any other reward than a consciousness of having 
been faithful to the cause of truth, officiated as Treasure) 
till a few months previous to his death. He was one ot 
the few, who incurred the principal expense of erecting 
the Universalist Chapel in this plawe, in which he contin- 
ued to worship “the Saviour of all men,” as long as his 
health would permit. He adorned the doctrine of Uni 
versal Grace, by a well-ordered life and godly conversa- 
tion; and notwithstanding the fraternal, artful and un- 
wearied means which were employed to shake his conti- 
dence in his Redeeiner, remained immoveable as a rock 
in the ocean. He terminated his very active and useful 
life, in tranquility and peace, without a groan, a struggle 
ora sigh. He was buried, according to his request, with 
Masonic honors, from the Chapel, the neat and elegant 
painting of which exhibits the workmanship of his own 
hands. The audience, composed of people of all denom 
inations, was numerous and solemn. He has left an al- 
fectionate wife, and ten promising children, besides an 
aged mother, a brother, and several} sisters, with other re}- 
atives, to lament hisdeath. Yes,the whole of his ac- 
quaintance will deeply mourn the loss of a man, univer- 
sally esteemed and beloved. 

In Wiscasset, of the bilious fever, Mr. Joun Basson, aged 
44, for many years a highly respectable merchant in this town 
For exactness and punctuality in the transaction of business, 
strict honesty and fairness in all his dealings, as well as the 
more endearing virtues of private and domestic life, Mr. B. 
justly sustaine’! a reputation acquired by few. It is but little 
more than a week since we saw him, in the prime of life and 
vigor of health, attending to his affairs and laying out his plans 
as usual, with the fairest prospect of living to complete his 
undertakings, and to continue bis usefulness to his family and 
fellow citizens for many years. Nothing, it would seem, could 
more strongly show the extreme uncertainty of life,even when 
guaranteed by the strongest pledges in nature, than this sud- 
den dispensation of Providence. His loss is severely felt in 
this place, and his widow and numerous family of young 
children, are the objects of universal syimpathy.—A deep 
gloom pervades the village.— Viscasset paper. 

[Mr. B. wasa firm ‘believer in the doctrine of Universal 
cermmarg Dwi ag es and as long as he retained his 
reason, declared his joyful expectations of meeting a}l men.in 


Horatio G. 
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a glorious immortality. | 
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ORIGINAL ODE 
Sung at the late Celebration on Bunker Hiill...June 17. 


WRITTEN BY DR. PERCIVAL. 





_- 
Se 





WHEN our patriot fathers met, 
In the dark and trying bour, 
While the hand of Britain yet 
Pressed us with its weight of power, 
‘Still they dared to tell the foe, 
They were never made for slaves,— 
Still they bade the nations know, 
Thev were free as ocean’s waves. 


Yonder is the glorious hiil, 

Where their blood was nob!y shed — 
Never with a firmer will 

Hearts of freemen beat and bled : 
Shall the son forget his sire ? 

No—the admiring world shall see 
High a pillared tomb aspire, 

Like a tower of Liberty. 


Now the arch of empire swells, 

Proud and daring, fixed ana strong: 
While the hand of ruin fells 

Nations, that have flourished long ; 
Loftier the temple springs— 

Telling on its front sublime, 
fidw it scorns the rage of kings, 

And the wasting tooth of ume. 


From its high and lifted brow, 
See! it sends a wakening light, 
Where a world is slumbering now 
In the shades of eastern night : 
They shall feel the quickening fire— 
Rise, and run to meet the day, 
And their hearts shall never tire 
Till their chains are rent away. 


None shall ever rashly dare 
Lift his hand against this shrine, 
While its pediment shall bear 
Names, so honored and divine : 
High above the sacred band, 
There in light unfading set, 
Like twin stars of glory, stand 


WASHINGTON and LAFAYETTE. 
AE RS NEE ALE SEE 


From tue Bosron Courier. 


BUNKER HILL MONUMENT. 


The corner stone is laid. The prayers of votive thousands 
have ascended to the mercy seat. The praises of unnumbered 
hearts have been wafted tothe eternal throne. The monument 
of a nation’s gratitude is springing up from the soil that was 
bedewed with the precious blood of the martyred patriot.— 
‘ Let it rise’-—a proud and permanent memorial of the sacred 
principle that impelled the heroes and statesmen of our coun- 
try to resist the decree of the oppressor—a lofty and'enduring 
symbol of the grateful sensibility of their descendants. 

In attempting to describe the transactions of the Sxvxn- 
Treentn oF Jung, 1825, we are oppressed with a conviction of 
incompetency to fulfil our own desires, or to convey to a dis- 
tant reader an idea that shall correspond with the real splendar 
and magnificence of the scene. Such a task is worthy of the 
glowing pencil of the author of Ivanhoe. The pen of the jour- 
nalist is accustomed only to record political movements, te 
uote the changes in the markets, and to set down the crimes 
and casualties of ordinary occurrences; to describe the cele- 
bration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill, 
appertains to the painter, the poet and the historian. 

‘The human eye never opened on a more delightful morning; 
not a cloud obscured the smallest portion of the firmament; 
& the seasonable showers of the day preceding had brightened 
the emerald hue of theearth. The whole face of nature wore 
its loveliest aspect ; the flooring was spread with her richest 
variegated peg sn the canopy was all azure and sunshine. The 
thousands of human beings, congregated to witness the spec- 
tacle, seemed to inspire with a breathing atmosphere compla- 
cency and delight, and every face, whether it belonged to the 
feeble veteran of the silver lock, the manly soldier, decorated 
with plume and swerd, the inquisitive and admiring child, or 
to woman, the still more interesting product of heavenly skill 
and goodness—every face beained with gratulation, and re- 

flected back the smile of the Creator. 

The procession was formed at 10 0’cleck. In the van was 
an escort of military corps, in uniform complete, consisting of 
twenty companies of volunteers from Boston and the adjacent 
towns. Next to the escort, in open carriages, were the few 
venerable survivors of the gallant band which, just fifty years 
vefore, had, on Bunker Hill, bared their breasts to the bayo- 
nets of the Britisharmy. Afler these followed the members 
of the Bunker Hill Monument Association. Next came the 

members of the Masonic Fraternity, invited by the Grand 
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that institution. These were said to be in number more than 
five thousand; they were arvanged according to the several 
degrees of Free Masonry, from that of the Master Mason to 
the orders of Knighthood, (left in front,) aad with appropri 
ate symbols and banners. The remainder of the procession 
corresponded with the previous order. The bells-of the city, 
and of Charlestown, were rung while the procession moved 
The windows and baiconies of the houses and churches in 
the streets through which it passed were crowded, chiefly with 
women and children, and the sidewalks of the streets were 
thronged with admiring and interested spectators. No place 
above the surface of the earth, where the human foot could 
find rest, appeared to be vacant. While viewing this beautiful 
exhibition, the mind naturally turned back to the day when 
many of the same houses were crowded with persons of all 
ages and conditions, looking towards Bunker Hill—but with 
what different emotions! Now, with consciousness of peace, 
security and independence—then, with trembling, fearful goli- 
citude, and overwhelming fear and dismay. 

When the procession arrived at the site of the intended mo- 
nument, it was formed into a square, and the corner stone 
was laid in ancient Masonic form, by the Grand.Master of 
the Grand Ledge of Massachusetts, and in the immediate pre- 
sence of the President and Directors of the Association The 
particulars of thisceremony we are obliged to omit for want 
of room. 

After the corner stone had been thus laid, the members of 

the Association, with the distinguished individuals and the 
de'egations of various societies which had been invited to 
unite with them, passed over to the northern declivity of the 
hill, where a stage was erected for the Orator, and seats for 
the auditors The number of persons seated has been differently 
estimated; but it cannot be that less than twenty thousand 
were within the compass of the speaker’s voice, and probably 
most of them heard with distinctness every word of the ad- 
dress. The whole declivity of the mount appeared like one 
vast amphitheatre, filled with listening spectators. When the 
venerable Thaxter came forward to offer up his prayer, the 
multitude was in a moment hushed to the profoundest silence 
A more interesting object cannot be imagined, than a man at 
the age of ninety, having outlived his generation—his silver 
locks flowing down his shoulders—his face exhibiting the fur- 
rows of age, yet glowing with animation and apparent health 
—his voice, though a little tremulous, yet strong, and suscep- 
tible of considerable modulation— his articulation perfect and 
distinct. Such a man was Joseph Thaxter. He was.a Chap- 
lain in the regiment of Col. Prescott, and was on Bunker Hill, 
acting in that capacity, during the batile;-not only calling 
upon the God of battles to protect and save his countrymen, 
but calling also on his countrymen to defend themselves, their 
altars and their homes, and assuring them that those who 
would be free must strike the blow themselves, and under 
Providence, work out the conquest by their own right arms. 
As this reverend patriarch approached the front of the stage, 
and raised his dry and almost fleshless hands in thankfulness 
and intercession, he seemed like a connecting link between 
“corruptible and incorruption”— his uplifted eye reflecting the 
light of immortality, and the undulations of his bosom indica 
ting the flutterings of a spirit that panted to meet the embrace 
of his Maker. 
The haste in which this imperfect sketch is prepared, pre- 
vents our speaking of the address of Mr. Webster as we wish, 
even if we could speak of it as it deservea. It was eloquent 
both in style and manner of delivery ; and to the powerful and 
accomplished Orator might with propriety be applied the cou- 
plet which a modern poet elegantly wrote of an ornament of 
the British Senate— 


To those who know thee not, no words can paint, 
And those who know thee, know all words are faint. 


LAFAYETTE IN MAINE, 
‘On Friday, the 24tn ultimo, GENERAL LAFAYETTE 
was received at the boundary of the State, by Cols. R 
P. Dunlap and I. Emery, Aids to Gov. Parris. He was 
welcomed with the liveliest attestations of joy and grati- 
tude, at the village of KENNEBUNK, where he dined ; 
from thence he passed on, and slept in Saco; where his 
approach was hailed with similar demonstrations of pub- 
lic gladness; and, on his arrival at the confines of Port- 
land, on Saturday morn, he was met by the Coinmittee 
of Arrangements, the Selectmen of the town, and aume- 
rous Citizens, and received an eloquent and animated 
address, by the Hon. Stephen Longfellow, to which th- 
General returned an appropriate reply. The procession 
was formed, and, headed by a fine band of music, passed 
from State street to King street, in a direction best calcu- 
lated to give the numerous spectators an opportunity of 
beholding the renowned visitor. Arches of evergreen, 
tastefully ornamented, were at six well chosen places, 
thrown over the street, to which were appended appro- 
preite inscriptions, all welcoming and applauding the 
illustrious LAFAYETTE. More than a thousand little 
lads and misses belonging to the schools, were stationed 
on the side-walk in Free street; the former had on thei 
hats,a printed inscription, “ WELCOME LAFAYETTE,” 
tied by a blue ribbon; the datfer held in their hands 
wreaths of flowers, which they waved, as the Geveral 
passed, aud threw into the street. As the procession 
moved through the town, salutes were fired frum different 
directions, and the bells were musical in token of joy. 








Todge of Massachusetts, and forming a component part of 


At the Senate Chamber, the country’s Guest was addres- 
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sed, iu a most fervent and eloquent manner, b Ge 
Parris; to which he replied with corresponding i ly 
Excellent Addresses were also made, during the day be 
President Allen, Mr. Swan, Mr. Dunlap and Mr. Davis, 
all which were received with respectful attention, Th. 
dinner, at 4 o'clock, was prepared by Mrs. Outter, in the 
style of Four Dollars for each participant! ee 
Lafayette visited Gov. Parris, in the evening, and left 
town at 7 o’clock, Sunday morning, for Windsor, Vt. 

It is to be deeply regretted that, amid the splendor ang 
festivity of the occasion, “the Revolutionary Soldiers.” 
who were present, shoule have been forgotten; havin 
no provision inade for their entertainment. Ought they 
not to have damed with Aim, who was their eompenic, 
in arms, *in the days that tried men’s souls?” The 
heart must have been keenly wounded, at beholdiye 
some of them walking the streets, with eyes suffused i, 
tears, while some of no superior claims, were feasting, in 
merriinent and splendor. 














EXTRACT. 


Doctrine of the Trinity, asit appears toa plain understanding, 


‘What could induce any one, at first, to impose a numerica! 
paradox as an article of religion, and attempt to terrify those, 
whom he could not hope to argue into a persuasion of it, is 
hard to say. 

To think that the Creator of all worlds, the Omnipresent 
Deity, whose glory, whose providence, and whose attributes, 
are co-extended with the remotest stars—to whom this world 
is but a point, an atom, infinitely less than we are able to 
conceive-—should divest himself of this boundless majesty— 
crowd all his wonderful attributes into a human body—lan- 
guish, suffer, and die—yet remain immortal, omnipotent, im. 
mutable—and throughout the infinity of space continually 
act, with undiminished energy, as the great source of life and 
happiness to all, himself the infinitely blessed, ever-living, 
and only true God ; to believe all this, perhaps requires as 
great a stretch of human credulity, as to maintain (with the 
Roman Catholics) that the Omnipotent, having first shrunk 
into the form and state of man, is still further contracted into 
their consecrated wafer, yet all the while retains all the ful- 
ness of the attributes, all the immensity of the nature of the 
godhead ! If there should be found in the holy scriptures (be- 
sides mistranslation and interpolations, &c.) any obscure 
text, that seems to clothe the embassador of God with some of 
the attributes of God himself, or to claim equal reverence for 
‘him who declares himself sent, as for the being who sent 
him ; is it not manifest injustice to the scriptures, and to our- 
selves, to strain such expressions into meaning directly oppo- 
site to the plainest Jectarations of Jesus Christ himscif, in- 
stead of interpreting them by the general tenor of the history, 
and by the maxims of common sense >—When Jesus, taking 
a of bread, breaks it and gives to his disciples— saying, 
‘“« This is my body,” we are not, I hope, at this day, required 
to believe that he was then holding, net the bread, but his 
own body in his hand.—When, again, he says, that ‘ he and 
his father are one,” are we to understand him as asserting 
that he was his own father ? and when, immediately after- 
wards, he tells us that he and his disciples are qi.c, does he 
mean that he had but one disciple, and that this disciple was 
himself? If we could be reconciled to the self contradiction 
and bad arithmetic of the trinitarian system, we should find, 
after all, that it isa mere question of arithmetic ; for three 
beings exactly similar in essence, and agreeing in action, ne- 
cessarily coincide in our imagination into one, and therefore 
the moral effect of this creed would be but nugatory, were 
not the attributes, as well as the person of the Deity divided, 
and some unamiable views associated with the first person o! 
the trinity, which have lessened the comforts of social !ife, 
and produced gloom and austerity in the minds of individu- 
als: witness Calvin himself. 
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BOOKS FOK SALE!! 


By the Editor, at his residence, Willow Street, PorT- 
LAND, and most of them, by Pearson, Little & Robinson, 
Exchange Street. 

Kneeland’s Translation of the New Testament, full 
bound, Prices, $1 50 for the English; $4 00 for tbe 
Greek and English, in 2 vols.; and $3 00 for the Grie- 
bach’s Greek, 

Kneeland’s Lectures on Universal Benevolence, $1 75; 
his * American Pronouncing Spelling Book,” a new work, 
exhibiting great ingenuity and labor ; 25 cts. in commor 
binding, 378 in Sheep. The Philadelphia Christian 
Messenger, and Universalist Magazine, £3 per volume. 

The Theological Controversy, between the Rev. 4: 
Kneeland and Rev. W. McCalla, $1 50 in boards. 

Balfour's Inquiry, 2d edition, $1; Balfour’s Reply 9 
Mr. Sabine, 50 cts. 

Pearson, Little, &c. have for sale the Universalist 
Hymn Book, price 83 cts. 

The Christian Inlelligencer, Vol. IV. bound conve®™ 
ently for conveyance by mail, or otherwise. Whole 
volume $1; and with une or two numbers missing, 9Y © 
Besides the above we have a large variety of Pamphlets 
which will be sold at the original cost. Those who pvt 
chase to the amount of fire dollars, allowed fen per ceM", 
discount. Societies having “ Universalist Libraries 
can be furnished with & valuable variety af books. 
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